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PORTLAND PORT ATTENDS CRUISE EUROPE ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN BRUGES 

 
Picture: Bruges 
Ian McQuade General Manager - Commercial for Portland Port has just returned from Belgium where he visited 
Zeebrugge Port and Bruges. They were the hosts to the Cruise Europe Annual General Meeting and Conference from 
4-7 March 2019. Whilst the AGM was held in Bruges the Conference was held at the new ABC-Tower multipurpose 
terminal in the Port of Zeebrugge. Top executives of leading cruise companies as well as port representatives all 
came together for one of the most important annual meetings of the Northern European Cruise Industry. Port of 
Zeebrugge Vice President Rik Goetinck was on hand to greet the 180 attendees who were all there to consolidate and 
increase the cruise business.  
 
The event started at The Grand Hotel Casselbergh, guests were then welcomed with a reception at the Gothic Town 
Hall, followed by beverages in the saloons of the Mayor. The following days programme was full with a combination of 
regional meetings, short excursions and the AGM itself. Wednesday was filled with the International Cruise 
Conference taking place in the Zeebrugge Cruise Terminal where attendees heard from industry leaders on 
developments within the cruise business, with a focus on the environment and sustainability.  
 
Mr McQuade commented “the annual Cruise Europe conference has become a key date in the diary for industry 
professionals in northern Europe. This year’s event was another thought provoking and interesting session.  Guest 
speakers included representatives from Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd, Carnival UK, The Ritz-Carlton Yacht Collection 
and others, covering a broad section of the industry. In addition to the formal sessions there was plenty of opportunity 
for networking between port and cruise line executives during the day and at the evening social events. The Cruise 
Europe conference is always a great way to catch up with the cruise lines in a relaxed environment. It is also a great 
opportunity for Portland Port to showcase itself in a broader industry context. Events such as this are vital if we are to 
continue to grow and expand our presence in the cruise market. This year will be another record one for Portland Port 
with over 62,000 passengers expected and I am keen to build on this for 2020 and beyond”. 
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For more information or images please contact our cruise department on 01305 824044 or email media@portland-port.co.uk 
 
Previously a naval dockyard for over 150 years, Portland Harbour is now a thriving and successful commercial facility. It still maintains a close 
relationship with the past through its ongoing contract to support the RFA, as well as being home to the activities of Global Marine and Portland 
Bunkers UK. It has almost 2,500 hectares of water at depths of up to 15m (C.D.); and provides vessel services from long term lay-ups to brief 
maintenance calls, luxury cruise liner docking facilities to industrial cargo shipments.  

The tariff and general Portland Harbour Authority information can be viewed at http://www.portland-port.co.uk/ 

Portland Port has over 2,000 metres of alongside berths and 11.6 metres (C.D.) depth of water at the deepest alongside berth.   

Berthing for vessels up to 340 metres (subject to Harbour Master's approval).   

11 designated anchorages are within the 1,015-hectare inner harbour.  Six designated anchorages are within the 1,436-hectare Outer Harbour.   

A width of 210 metres and depth of over 12.6 metres (C.D.) at the entrance of the harbour mean that there are few vessel beam, 
lock, or air draft restriction.   
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